VII
SIX MELBURY ROAD

The break-up of the Little Holland House menage meant a great
change in Watts* life. So many of his activities were bound up with
the Prinseps, so many of his friends had been theirs first that a com-
plete separation was impossible. He needed to be under somebody's care.
Life alone was terrifying because without help in everyday matters he
would be brought up against the ordinary situations with which he felt he
was unable to deal Tennyson settled the place to which they should move.
It was to be near him at Freshwater. It was a good choice, for the Isle of
Wight was already well known to them through Mrs. Cameron, and it
was not long before they decided to build about half a mile from Farring-
ford. There was, however, the question of money. Thoby had always had
a large income, but Mrs. Prinsep was not economical, and they had spent
very freely on entertainment. Thoby found he had not the necessary capital.
When this was explained to Watts, he immediately decided to build the
house with his own money and thus repay his debt to their kindness. In
this way The Briary came into being.

It was a sad leave-taking of the old house, but it was in a ruinous con-
dition, and had it not been pulled down it would probably have fallen of
itself. It was low and unhealthily damp. A friend of Lady Holland's who
visited the house and gardens wrote that the place should be pulled down-
*I also went into the Farm Yard*, he continued, 'and a dirtier or more
squalid spot I never saw, even in Ireland. All this being swept away will
be an inestimable advantage.... The fact is that Little Hd H and the
Farm are so discreditable and ugly that nothing can be worse.*1 Val Prin-
sep had never thought it good for Watts* health. But it meant the end of
an era, and the houses that replaced it were far from beautiful.

Thoby wrote a copy of verses to mark the occasion, which admirably dis-
play the fortitude, cheerfulness and sanity of the old man. He was already

elS ty-                'Where now foe villas tbeir broad fronts present

And to the world are offered at a rent,
Stood heretofore a nest of gables, hilt
Each to supply a want as it was felt;
And shaded lawns, mown carefully and rolled,
Provided pastime for the young and old;
1 Ilclxster: Holland House 1*820-1900, p. 446.